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Village of Salewa, Niger

Country Background
With a population of approximately 24 million people and
a total land area of 1,267,000 square kilometers, the
Republic of the Niger is among the least densely
populated countries in the world. It is landlocked and
borders on Libya and Algeria to the North, Nigeria and
Benin to the South, and Chad and Burkina Faso to the
South and West. It is the largest country in West Africa,
but close to 75% of it is covered by desert, with the capital
city Niamey situated in the Niger River basin.
Niger is among the Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
in the world and is ranked 189th out of 189 countries on
the Human

Key Economic Sectors
With a total GDP contribution of almost 40% and
80% of the population working in it, the agriculture
sector (with livestock, fisheries, and forestry) is
by far the most important and also most vulnerable
economic sector of Niger. Another major source of
employment and income is the services sector.
While agriculture and services employ the vast
majority of Nigeriens and are the primary sources of
livelihoods, the mining sector is responsible for a
huge part of export earnings. Niger is rich in
natural resources including uranium, gold, iron, coal,
and oil, and the extractive sector contributes 23% of
total state revenues.
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the Human Development Index. It has a predominantly
rural population that is among the fastest growing in the
world and set to almost triple by 2050.

Climate Change Hazards
Niger is highly vulnerable to natural hazards. Among
the key climate hazards faced by Niger are floods,
recurring droughts, strong and weak precipitation, climatesensitive health impacts, and unequal distribution of rains.
Niger has faced severe losses and damages due to
floods, which have resulted in deaths, injuries and losses
and damages to infrastructure and property.
Extreme experiences such as the floods of 2012 resulted
in approximately 300 deaths and over 6,000 injuries. Each
year, Niger experiences USD 183 million in damages from
flooding, many of which affect infrastructure and the
education sector. Additionally, water scarcity and
droughts are major threats as well.
Other hazards faced by Niger include heightened rainfall
intensity which has led to an increase in flash floods and
topsoil erosion. This has adverse impacts such as soil
fertility erosion as well as land degradation. Additionally,
the country experiences increasing variability of
precipitation and a trend of rising temperatures and more
extreme climate risks as well as the silting of watercourses
and oases.
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Climate Change Adaptation
The institutional framework for climate change adaptation
in Niger is led by the National Council for the
Environment for Sustainable Development and its
Executive Secretariat under the Prime Minister’s office. It
was established in 1996 and currently serves the focal
point for the UNFCCC and the national designated
authority for the Green Climate Fund.
In addition, the Ministry of the Environment, Urban
Hygiene and Sustainable Development as well as the
National Mechanism for the Prevention and
Management of Disasters and Food Crises under the
Prime Minister’s office are coordinating bodies when it
comes to climate change, climate risk management,
environmental protection, and sustainable development.
Key policies and plans include the National Plan on the
Environment for Sustainable Development of 2000,
which includes climate change, energy, biodiversity,
desertification, natural resources management, human
and urban environment, and water as main areas. This
was further worked out by the Climate Change and
Variability Strategy and Action Plan of 2003 and the
National Adaptation Programme of Action in 2006,
which identified seven vulnerable sectors and fourteen
priority areas focused on the agriculture, livestock, water,
and health sectors.
This was followed by a National Climate Change Policy
and a plan on Sustainable Consumption and Production
2014-2023, which further analyses constraints, gaps,
needs, and priority measures. Both of these documents
aim to connect climate change adaptation

Development Policies
To address food insecurity and poverty and put the
country on a pathway of sustainable development,
the Government of Niger has developed several
strategies, policies, and action plans, including the
2012-2015 Economic and Social Development Plan
and the “Nigeriens Nourish the Nigeriens” Initiative,
which is integrated with the PDES. The current key
development document of Niger is the Sustainable
Development and Inclusive Growth Strategy
Niger 2035, which aims to transform Niger into a
“united, democratic, and modern country, peaceful,
prosperous and proud of its cultural values,
supported by sustainable, fair and balanced
development in a united and solidary Africa.”
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Main street of Filingué, Niger

aim to connect climate change adaptation and sustainable
development by reducing the adverse impacts of climate
change, building resilience, and expanding as well as
preserving options for sustainable development. The
National Climate Change Policy supplies the current
overarching mid-term framework for climate change
adaptation and intends to integrate climate change into
medium- and long-term development planning and
budgeting through the NAP process.

Key Sectors of Focus
Niger has set itself the overarching goal of ensuring that
all stakeholders address both the causes and impacts of
climate change through appropriate measures while also
promoting sustainable development and green growth.
The most important and most vulnerable sectors have
been identified by all key documents as agriculture,
livestock, and water resources.
Niger's Nationally Determined Contributions place a
particular focus on adaptation options with higher
mitigation co-benefits. In general, the national priorities for
adaptation relate to improving the resilience of the
agriculture, livestock, and forestry sectors as well as water
resources, fisheries, wildlife, health, and capacity-building.
Sustainable land management, renewable energy, and
energy efficiency have been identified as additional
challenges. These priorities connect to the national
development goals of food security, poverty reduction,
assuring resilience of people and ecosystems, decreasing
global warming, and promoting low carbon development.
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Adaptation Needs
The National Adaptation Plan process of
Niger was launched in 2014. As part of this,
a stocktake which focused on the baseline
related to climate adaptation policies and
other relevant activities was conducted,
and in the same year, the government of
Niger developed a roadmap for the NAP
process, consisting of a 3- to 5-year
timeline for activities on climate change
adaptation and referring to policies and
plans that interlink with Niger’s economic
priorities.
The Roadmap has been further updated in
2015 and 2016 with new information being
incorporated to align with the key policy
documents related to the development
priorities of the country. At present, Niger is
reviewing the NDCs including revising
financial aspects and actions related to
climate commitments.
By analyzing existing strategies and plans
for climate change adaptation and
sustainable development and through
consultations in collaboration with the
National Platform for CSO on CC and
Sustainable Development, a number of
adaptation gaps, needs, and priorities
have been identified for each sector and for
different aspects.
Among these are capacity gaps and needs
that need to be addressed related to
finance; coordination and communication;
technical and institutional capacities; laws
and policies; social, cultural, and political
factors; monitoring and evaluation; data,
research, and knowledge products; and
inclusive and participatory adaptation
action.

Village southeast of Niamey in the dry season, Niger
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NAP Entry Points
To address the existing gaps and
needs related to climate change
adaptation in Niger, and to
ensure that there is an effective
national adaptation process at
national and sub-national, there
are several opportunities as well
as key NAP entry points that
have been identified and could
be built on.
It is pivotal that the NAP process
of Niger builds on these
processes to ensure that the
NAP of Niger is holistic,
inclusive, evidence-based, and
multi-stakeholder driven with
an ultimate objective to achieve
climate resilience for all and
reduce vulnerabilities among
communities and ecosystems,
while
facilitating
sustainable
development of Niger.

Street in Niamey, Niger
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