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keep soil moist for longer. They also learned how 
to nurture the seedlings needed to create kitchen 
gardens, personal gardens used to grow food for 
cooking.

After Joyceanne adopted the practice herself, 
she stressed how it has made her life better. As 
she told others of her success, they followed her 
practice.

“Today, almost everybody has a kitchen garden 
and uses mulch”, she says with a wide smile. 
“Being in the group has helped me learn so many 
new things. It has let me help my community, and 
I see things are improving now.”

The community-led groups became a strong 
mechanism for exchanging experiences, as it 
emerged that group members advised each 
other on their experiences using climate-resilient 
practices. This strong sense of ownership 
provides a solid foundation for sustained mutual 
learning within the community.

The community-based adaptation project took place between July 
2012 and June 2015 in Papua New Guinea’s Nissan district on the 
remote atoll islands of Nissan and Pinepel - home to approximately 
7,500 people. The project aimed to support communities by 
increasing their resilience to climate change through food and 
nutrition security, while reducing disaster risk and building adaptive 
capacity.

Women as Drivers of 
Change in 
Papua New Guinea
Joyceanne Bonnie is the Vice-President of the 
Pinepel Women’s group, on a small island of 
Papua New Guinea. After CARE introduced a 
project to increase gender equality and women’s 
voice within the community, Joyceanne Bonnie 
was one of the first people to drive the formation 
of an island-wide community-led group.

These groups, made up of 20-30 people of 
equal gender, learned about the fundamental 
elements of climate change and adaptation and 
were trained in various conservation farming 
techniques and nutrition.

“For many years, we have often thought, ‘This 
is a really long drought.’ It was only when CARE 
came to Pinepel that we understood what was 
happening: climate change,” said Joyceanne 
Bonnie looking at the sky.

As part of the CARE project, Joyceanne Bonnie 
and other community members learned how to 
setup an island nursery where members learned 
mulching and other farming practices to help 
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